
Explain This!

Enterprise explanatory journalism



AGENDA ● Definition 
● How big is big?
● Many paths
● Going deep/not too deep



Defining enterprise 
explainers

● Flexible term 
● Shorthand 
● Not driven by news 
● It’s special 





What’s big?
That is, big enough to be 

worth all this work!

● Complex
● Poorly known or 

understood
● Important to 

   The community
   Your readers 
   Your editors 
   You









Many paths
Can lead to an enterprise 

project 

● Follow your nose 
● Digging one deep hole
● Epic scale 
● Experimental



Follow your nose 
Letting coverage of a strong topic naturally 

develop into an enterprise project







Digging deep 
Identifying a single topic and exploring it 

thoroughly in a single piece





Epic scale 
Taking a vast subject and laying out its many 

aspects, mixing specifics and sweep





Experimental 
Trying new techniques, often involving data 
analysis and visualization and collaborations













Diving deep 
While avoiding the weeds 

● Set limits
● Remember your audience
● Outline/Focus
● Remember the point











CONCLUSION

Enterprise explainers are 

● More than just big 
explainers 

● There are lots of ways 
to do them 

● Same basics apply: 
Know your audience 
Know your subject

● More important to:
Outline and plan 
Keep things clear 


