WHAT NEEDS
EXPLAINING? WHAT
ARE OUR TOOLS?







What we will discuss today

Your many audiences
You and what you know
The desert island

The ‘arc of familiarity’



What you need to explain depends on.....

What you know

=

hat your readers know
What they don’t know




Can anybody hear me???




The imagined audience(s)

Our newsroom audience +
Our professional audience +
Our social audience +

Our aspirational audience +

= Our instinctual audience



But don’t forget ...

Everybody else!



. Highly engaged citizens: voters, taxpayers and community members.

. Not-so-highly engaged citizens: They need more context, and are better served by
stories about the meaning of events instead of process.

. The political class: people who work in or closely follow the inside game of politics

professionally.

. “Niche” groups that are highly affected by the specific issue or action being written

about.

. Powerful individuals and institutions: Some even talked about writing a story with
specific powerful influencers in mind, such as a mayor or school board. And
reporters told us that important community issues were addressed afterward
because that particular person or entity became aware of the problem.

. Diverse audiences: Reaching out to audiences who are diverse in terms of race,
gender, ethnicity and other demographic characteristics.






Explaining things
Understanding things
Better explanations



‘Desert Island’ readers?
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We learn ....
... and we share that knowledge.

But how we do that depends
... on what we know
... and what our audience needs to know



To wrap up....

Keep your audience/ audiences in mind:
What do they already know?
What do they need to know today?
Do I need to explain something more that’s new?

Or do I need to explain less because it’s no longer new?

You need to understand a subject to explain it.

Explaining a subject helps you understand it .



