
WHAT NEEDS 
EXPLAINING? WHAT 

ARE OUR TOOLS?





What we will discuss today

●Your many audiences
●You and what you know 
●The desert island 
●The ‘arc of familiarity’ 



What you need to explain depends on…..

●What you know 
●What your readers know 
●What they don’t know 



Can anybody hear me???



The imagined audience(s)
●Our newsroom audience +
●Our professional audience +
●Our social audience + 
●Our aspirational audience +
__________________________

= Our instinctual audience  



●But don’t forget … 

●Everybody else! 







●Explaining things 
                                       Understanding things 
                                                                                     Better explanations 



‘Desert Island’ readers?













●We learn …. 
                                 … and we share that knowledge. 

But how we do that depends 
                   … on what we know 
                   … and what our audience needs to know  



To wrap up….
Keep your audience/ audiences in mind: 
          What do they already know?
           What do they need to know today?
           Do I need to explain something more that’s new?
           Or do I need to explain less because it’s no longer new?

You need to understand a subject to explain it. 
Explaining a subject helps you understand it .
                                   
           
 


